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CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES

OBJECTIVES, PROCESS AND TOOLS




CBMs: Aim and Role

> Enhance transparency,
strengthen trust & build
confidence
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Current CBM Forms

Part 1. Exchange of data on research centres and laboratories
Part 2: Exchange of information on national biological defence
research and development programmes

Exchange of information on outbreaks of infectious disease
and similar occurrences caused by toxins

Encouragement of publication of results and promotion of use
of knowledge

Deleted (2011 Review Conference)

Declaration of legislation, regulations and other measures

Declaration of past activities in offensive and/or defensive
biological research and development programmes

Declaration of vaccine production facilities




CBM Submission

Annual submission deadline:

Information covering the previous year

Submission by email
Also possible by fax or postal mail

Published on the restricted website

Only CBMs will also be accessible
to the general public




CBM Guide

GUIDE TO PARTICIPATING IN THE
CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES OF
THE BIOLOGICAL WEAPONS CONVENTION

Revised Edition (2013)

Prepared by the United Nations Office for Disarmament
Affairs with the support of the European Union

About this guide

Introducing the Confidence-
building Measures (CBMs)

Practicalities for submission

Getting started: identifying
resources and contacts

Detailed guidance on
completing the forms

Subsequent submissions:
Maintaining and updating data

Getting help: Sources of advice
and assistance

National Contact Point
information form

Sample letters for requesting
CBM information




Organising for the CBM process

Coordinates BTWC national implementation
Prepares CBM submissions

Communication & information exchanges with
other States Parties and international
organisations

In relevant ministries, departments, agencies or
other national bodies

Assist the National Point of Contact




Your benefits in participation

Permanently updated knowledge of status of national implementation
Oversight of relevant biological activity within your country

international cooperation
science and technology exchanges, and
trade opportunities in areas of life sciences and biotechnology

European Union Action Plan
Requests to the BTWC Implementation Support Unit




On the Internet

The United Nations in the Heart of Europe

Conference on
Disarmament

Anti-Personnel
Landmines Convention

e Biological Weapon®
Convention

Meetings and Documents

Implementation Support
Unit

BWC Action

2009-2011 EU Joint Action
2006-2007 EU Joint Action
About Biological Weapons
The Convention on
Certain Conventional

Weapons

CCW Protocol V on

Dis
The B

NOTE:
resol
to hel

The Co
(Biolog
Conver
entered

mant

A TextSize: A A A A 63 sHar

The United Nations in the Heart of Europe

Conference on
Disarmament

Anti-Personnel
Landmines Convention

The Biological Weapons
Convention

Latest Information
Membership

Assistance and Cooperation
Implementation

National Implementation
Database
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CBM Returns
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Implementation Support
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Disarmament

Implementation

In order to fully implement the BWC, States Parties are

obliged to translate the commitments found in the

Convention into effective national action. Article IV of the

Convention requires each State Party to "take any

necessary measures to prohibit and prevent the
development, production, stockpiling, acquisition, or retention of the agents, toxins, weapons, equipment
and means of delivery specified in Article 1 of the Convention, within the territory of such State, under its
jurisdiction or under its control anywhere”. These necessary measures depend on the circumstances and
legal systems of each State Party, and as such there can be different approaches to implementing the
provisions of the Convention nationally.

The Seventh Review Conference called upon States Parties "to adopt, in accordance with their
constitutional processes, legislative, administrative, judicial and other measures, including penal
legislation” to enhance domestic implementation and ensure the safety and security of microbial or other
biological agents or toxins. To strengthen the implementation of Article IV, States Parties agreed upon the
value of:

Implementing voluntary management standards on biosafety and biosecurity

Encouraging the promotion of awareness of obligations to the Convention as well as relevant national
legislation amongst those working in the biological sciences and related professionals in the private
and public sectors

Encouraging the development of education programmes and voluntary codes of conduct to promote a
culture of responsibility for those with access to biological agents and toxins relevant to the
Convention

Strengthening methods and capacities for surveillance and detection of outbreaks of disease at the
national, regional and international levels
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Contact information at UNOG

Website:

Address:

United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs
Room 61, Palais des Nations
Geneva

Telephone: +41 - 22 — 917 2230
Fax: +41 — 22 — 917 0483
e-mail: bwc@unog.ch
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Recalling where science, industry and military art converged
Challenging entrenched positions

www.the-trench.org



