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Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention Questionnaire

Are you in favour o f  strengthening the Convention based on the legally binding 

instrument (hereinafter referred to as "the Protocol") to be developed and adopted 

by the States Parties pursuant to the mandate agreed by consensus at the Special 

Conference in 1994 (paragraph 36 o f document BW C/SPCONF/1), if  not all 

States Parties to the Convention shall become Parties to the Protocol:

1) Yes

2) Yes, but there are conditions (please specify, if possible)

3) No, but this may change depending on circumstances (please specify, if  

possible)

4) No

Any additional relevant information as appropriate:_______________.

State filling the questionnaire:
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improve compliance with the Convention. This regime would include, 
inter alia, potential verification measures, as well as agreed 
procedures and mechanisms for their efficient implementation and 
measures for the investigation of alleged use.
Strengthening the Convention
36. In pursuance of the second part of its mandate under Item 9, the 
Conference, determined to strengthen the effectiveness and improve the 
implementation of the convention and recognizing that effective
verification could reinforce the convention, decides to establish an
Ad Hoc Group, open to all States Parties. The objective of this Ad Hoc 
Group shall be to consider appropriate measures, including possible 
verification measures, and draft proposals to strengthen the 
Convention, to be included, as appropriate, in a legally binding
instrument, to be submitted for the consideration of the States
Parties. In this context, the Ad Hoc Group shall, inter alia 
consider:

Definitions of terms and objective criteria, such as lists 
of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins,., their 
threshold quantities, as well as equipment and types of 
activities, where relevant for specific measures designed to 
strengthen the Convention;

- The incorporation of existing and further enhanced confidence 
building and transparency measures, as appropriate, into the 
regime;
A system of measures to promote compliance with the 
Convention, including, as appropriate, measures identified, 
examined and evaluated in the VEREX Report. such measures 
should apply to all relevant facilities and activities, be 
reliable, cost effective, non~discriminatory and as non- 
intrusive as possible, consistent with the effective 
implementation of the system and should not lead to abuse;

- Specific measures designed to ensure effective and full 
implementation of Article X, which also avoid any 
restrictions incompatible with the obligations undertaken 
under the Convention, noting that the provisions of the 
Convention should not be used to impose restrictions and/or 
limitations on the transfer for purposes consistent with the 
objectives and the provisions of the Convention of scientific 
knowledge, technology, equipment and materials.

Measures should be formulated and implemented in a manner designed 
to protect sensitive commercial proprietary information and legitimate 
national security needs.

Measures shall be formulated and implemented in a manner designed 
to avoid any negative impact on scientific research, international
cooperation and industrial development.


