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I. Introduction 

1. The Final Document of the Ninth Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (BWC/CONF.IX/9), in Section 
B of Part II of the Final Declaration, contained the following decisions: 

“8. Determined to strengthen the effectiveness and to improve the implementation of 
the Convention in all its aspects, the Conference decides to establish a Working Group 
open to all States Parties.  

The aim of the Working Group is to identify, examine and develop specific and 
effective measures, including possible legally-binding measures, and to make 
recommendations to strengthen and institutionalise the Convention in all its aspects, 
to be submitted to States Parties for consideration and any further action. These 
measures should be formulated and designed in a manner that their implementation 
supports international cooperation, scientific research and economic and technological 
development, avoiding any negative impacts. 

In this context, the Working Group will address the following: 

(a) Measures on international cooperation and assistance under Article X; 

(b) Measures on scientific and technological developments relevant to the 
Convention; 

(c) Measures on confidence-building and transparency; 

(d) Measures on compliance and verification; 

(e) Measures on national implementation of the Convention; 

(f) Measures on assistance, response and preparedness under Article VII; 

(g) Measures on organizational, institutional and financial arrangements. 

  
 * The present document is being issued without formal editing. 
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9. The Conference notes that the decision to establish the Working Group is without 
prejudice to the mandate of the Ad Hoc Group established by the Special Conference 
of 1994 (BWC/SPCONF/01) nor does it supersede, supplant or change it.  

10. In fulfilling its mandate, the Working Group will take into account, inter alia, as 
appropriate, all documents agreed by the States Parties under the Convention, as well 
as the work already done by States Parties to strengthen the Convention, without 
prejudice to any decision or position. 

11. The Rules of procedure of the Conference will be applied to the Working Group, 
mutatis mutandis. The Working Group will conduct its work by consensus. 

12. Recognizing the need to balance an ambition to improve the intersessional 
programme within the constraints – both financial and human resources – faced by 
States Parties, the Conference allocates fifteen days to the Working Group for its 
substantive meetings, every year for the period from 2023 to 2026. The Conference 
urges the Working Group to complete its work as soon as possible, preferably before 
the end of 2025. 

13. The Working Group will meet in Geneva, in in-person format in accordance with 
the regular practice under the Convention. The first meeting will be held from 15 to 16 
March 2023 to discuss organisational issues. The substantive meetings of the Working 
Group will be held from 7 to 18 August and from 4 to 8 December 2023. For 
subsequent years, the Meetings of States Parties will set the dates of the substantive 
meetings of the Working Group, as appropriate, with the understanding that one of the 
meetings each year will be held consecutively with the Meeting of States Parties. 

14. At its organisational meeting, the Working Group will elect a Chairperson and two 
Vice-Chairpersons for the period 2023-2024. The Chairperson will update the annual 
Meetings of States Parties on the work of the Working Group. 

15. The Implementation Support Unit will render the necessary assistance and provide 
such services as may be required for the convening and activities of the Working 
Group. 

16. At the completion of its work, the Working Group will adopt a report, by 
consensus, that includes conclusions and recommendations according to its mandate. 
The adopted report will be submitted to States Parties for their consideration at the 
Tenth Review Conference, or earlier at a Special Conference if it is requested 
according to the procedure established by the Third Review Conference 
(BWC/CONF.III/23), to decide on any further action.” 

2. The Final Document of the Ninth Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention 
on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological 
(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction (BWC/CONF.IX/9), in Sections 
D and E of Part II of the Final Declaration, also contained the following decisions: 

“18. The Conference decides to develop with a view to establishing a mechanism open 
to all States Parties to facilitate and support the full implementation of international 
cooperation and assistance under Article X. In order for this mechanism to be 
established, the Working Group on the strengthening of the Convention will make 
appropriate recommendations. 

19. The Conference decides to develop with a view to establishing a mechanism to 
review and assess scientific and technological developments relevant to the 
Convention and to provide States Parties with relevant advice. In order for this 
mechanism to be established, the Working Group on the strengthening of the 
Convention will make appropriate recommendations.” 

II. Organization of the Working Group  

3. The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention held […] sessions from 2023 
until […] from which […] procedural reports were produced: 
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First session, 15 to 16 March 2023 

Second session, 7 to 18 August 2023 

Third session, 4 to 8 December 2023 

Fourth session, 19 to 23 August 2024 

Fifth session, 2 to 13 December 2024 

Sixth session, 11 to 22 August 2025 

Seventh session, 8 to 12 December 2025 

4. At its first session, the Working Group adopted its agenda as contained in document 
BWC/WG/1/1 and confirmed as its Rules of Procedure the Rules of Procedure of the Ninth 
Review Conference (document BWC/CONF.IX/2). At its first session, the Working Group 
on the Strengthening of the Convention also adopted an indicative schedule of activities 
(contained in Annex II of its procedural report, document BWC/WG/1/2). The Working 
Group also elected Ambassador Flavio Soares Damico, Special Representative of Brazil to 
the Conference on Disarmament, as its Chairperson and Ambassador Camille Petit, 
Permanent Representative of France to the Conference on Disarmament, and Mr. Irakli 
Jgenti, Deputy Permanent Representative of Georgia to the United Nations Office in 
Geneva, as its Vice-Chairpersons. 

5. During its fourth session in August 2024, the Working Group elected, by acclamation, 
Ambassador Frederico S. Duque Estrada Meyer, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the 
Conference on Disarmament, as its Chairperson as Ambassador Flavio Soares Damico had 
been posted to a new position. In August 2025, Ambassador Anne Lazar Sury, Permanent 
Representative of France to the Conference on Disarmament, was appointed as Vice-
Chairperson, as Ambassador Camille Petit had been posted to a new position. 

III. Participation at the Working Group 

6. The following […] delegations participated in the Working Group on the Strengthening of 
the Convention: […] 

7. In addition, […] States that had signed the Convention but had not yet ratified it participated 
in the Working Group without taking part in the making of decisions, as provided for in 
rule 44, paragraph 1 of the Rules of Procedure: […]. 

8. [….] States, […], neither parties nor signatories to the Convention, were granted Observer 
status in accordance with rule 44, paragraph 2 (a) of the Rules of Procedure. 

9. [….] attended the Working Group in accordance with rule 44, paragraph 3 of the Rules of 
Procedure. 

10. […] were granted Observer Agency status in accordance with rule 44, paragraph 4 of the 
Rules of Procedure. 

11. […] non-governmental organizations and research institutes attended the Working Group 
under rule 44, paragraph 5 of the Rules of Procedure. 

IV. Identifying, examining and developing specific and effective measures, 
including possible legally-binding measures, and making 
recommendations to strengthen and institutionalize the Convention in all 
its aspects within the mandate of the Working Group 

12. In accordance with the indicative schedule of activities adopted at its first session (see 
Annex II of BWC/WG/1/2), the Working Group devoted most of its time to agenda item 6 
on “Identifying, examining and developing specific and effective measures, including 
possible legally-binding measures, and making recommendations to strengthen and 
institutionalize the Convention in all its aspects within the mandate of the Working Group”. 
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13. In the course of its work, the Working Group was able to draw on a number of working 
papers submitted by States Parties, as well as on statements and presentations made by 
States Parties. In addition, the Chairperson organized panel sessions in which technical 
briefings were provided by representatives of the following intergovernmental 
organizations: […]. 

V. Documentation 

14. A list of official documents of the Working Group is contained in Annex IV to this report. 
All documents on this list are available on the BWC website and through the United Nations 
Official Document System (ODS), at http://documents.un.org 

VI. Conclusions and recommendations of the Working Group  

15. In accordance with the mandate provided in paragraph 8 of Part II of the final document of 
the Ninth Review Conference, and based on the deliberations at the […] sessions described 
above, the Working Group identified, examined and developed specific and effective 
measures, including possible legally-binding measures, and made recommendations to 
strengthen and institutionalise the Convention in all its aspects. These measures were 
formulated and designed in a manner that their implementation supports international 
cooperation, scientific research and economic and technological development, avoiding any 
negative impacts.  

16. In addition, in accordance with the mandates provided in paragraphs 18 and 19 of Part II of 
the final document of the Ninth Review Conference, and based on the deliberations at the 
[…] sessions described above, the Working Group made recommendations to establish a 
mechanism open to all States Parties to facilitate and support the full implementation of 
international cooperation and assistance under Article X, and a mechanism to review and 
assess scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention and to provide 
States Parties with relevant advice. 

17. The conclusions and recommendations agreed by the Working Group at its session on […] 
are contained in Annexes I, II and III to this report and are hereby submitted to States Parties 
for consideration and any further action. 

VII. Disposition of the report of the Working Group 

18. The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recalled that the Ninth Review 
Conference had decided the following with regard to the disposition of the work of the 
Group: 

“16. At the completion of its work, the Working Group will adopt a report, by 
consensus, that includes conclusions and recommendations according to its mandate. 
The adopted report will be submitted to States Parties for their consideration at the 
Tenth Review Conference, or earlier at a Special Conference if it is requested 
according to the procedure established by the Third Review Conference 
(BWC/CONF.III/23), to decide on any further action.” 

   
  
  



 5 

Annex I 

1. The Ninth Review Conference mandated the Working Group on the Strengthening of 
the Convention to identify, examine and develop specific and effective measures, including 
possible legally-binding measures, and to make recommendations to strengthen and 
institutionalise the Convention in all its aspects. These measures should be formulated and 
designed in a manner that their implementation supports international cooperation, scientific 
research and economic and technological development, avoiding any negative impacts. In this 
context, the Working Group addressed the following: 

(a) Measures on international cooperation and assistance under Article X; 

(b) Measures on scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention; 

(c) Measures on confidence-building and transparency; 

(d) Measures on compliance and verification; 

(e) Measures on national implementation of the Convention; 

(f) Measures on assistance, response and preparedness under Article VII; 

(g) Measures on organizational, institutional and financial arrangements. 

2. The conclusions and recommendations agreed by the Working Group on these topics 
are contained in this Annex and are hereby submitted to States Parties for consideration and 
any further action. 

A. Measures on international cooperation and assistance under Article X 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on international cooperation and 
assistance under Article X: 

3. States Parties will, upon request and through their National Contact Points, with the 
support of the Implementation Support Unit as appropriate, cooperate in providing advisory 
support with the objective of developing or updating national strategies relevant to the 
implementation of the Convention, including action plans to enhance national capacities, 
particularly pertaining to the peaceful application of biological science and technology. 

4. To facilitate international cooperation and assistance under the Convention and avoid 
duplication, National Contact Points will be responsible for communicating with other States 
Parties and the Implementation Support Unit the national priorities in capacity-building in the 
life sciences, and biological security  within the scope of the Convention. This approach will 
contribute to ensuring that participation in relevant activities involves the appropriate entities 
and has the intended impact consistent with the objectives of the Convention. 

5. The establishment of an international network to promote biological security 
education. The network could develop freely accessible teaching materials in support of 
biological security education.  Furthermore, the network would serve as a platform for student 
and faculty exchanges with the aim of fostering and facilitating international scientific 
exchange and collaboration for peaceful purposes in accordance with Article X through, inter 
alia, a capacity-building fellowship programme in scientific and technological developments 
related to the Convention. 

6. The establishment of an international laboratory network to facilitate the fullest 
possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific and technological information 
relevant to the Convention for the use of biological agents and toxins for peaceful purposes, 
taking into account existing capacities. The network will promote and facilitate partnerships, 
twinning programmes, training and expert advice in the field of life sciences and technology, 
detection techniques, as well as security practices in the handling and management of 
biological materials.  

7. The ISU should continue to improve the Article X database with inputs to be provided 
by States Parties to ensure that it is more user-friendly and comprehensive, and ensure that 
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specific, timely and concrete offers of and requests for cooperation be provided by States 
Parties in the database. The Article X database should also facilitate capacity development at 
the national level in disease surveillance, detection, diagnosis, and containment of infectious 
diseases whenever relevant to biological security. 

B. Measures on scientific and technological developments relevant to the 
Convention 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on scientific and technological 
developments relevant to the Convention: 

8. States Parties are encouraged to promote  a culture of responsibility amongst relevant 
national professionals by developing or updating voluntary codes of conduct, bioethics 
education and awareness-raising tools that further the objectives of the Convention.  

9. States Parties welcome the “Tianjin Biosecurity Guidelines for Codes of Conduct for 
Scientists” as one of the useful models for voluntary use by stakeholders in practices, 
protocols and regulations at the national, regional and international levels. 

10. States Parties are encouraged to maintain continuous vigilance over developments in 
emerging and converging technologies relevant to the Convention, with a view to both 
enhancing the implementation of the Convention and identifying potential risks and 
opportunities. States Parties are invited to share their national approaches, lessons learned and 
proposals by submitting working papers and presentations to meetings under the Convention, 
ensuring that the full range of perspectives from all regions is reflected. Such efforts could 
involve relevant international organizations while fully respecting existing institutional 
mandates and avoiding duplication of efforts. States Parties are encouraged to explore, 
individually or collectively, with the facilitation of the Implementation Support Unit where 
appropriate, practical measures for national governance of biological security, for wider 
adherence to relevant recognised guidelines, and for systematic exchange of best practices 
among relevant entities. 

11. States Parties are encouraged to continue sharing, on a voluntary basis, their reflections 
on both the opportunities and risks associated with relevant scientific and technological 
advancements, including, as appropriate, with regard to compliance and verification. This 
could be achieved through the submission of working papers, drawing, where appropriate, on 
insights gained from national and regional events, and taking into account different national 
circumstances. 

12. In order to anticipate and provide early warning of the emergence of technologies 
which could be misused for purposes prohibited by the Convention, States Parties are 
encouraged to make voluntary use of inclusive and scientifically grounded foresight and 
horizon-scanning techniques taking into account national circumstances.  

13. States Parties should take into account national circumstances and relevant 
international instruments, as appropriate, while developing necessary measures at the national 
level to prohibit and prevent the possible intentional misuse of biology arising from emerging 
and converging technologies. 

14. Task the Implementation Support Unit to support States Parties by facilitating, within 
existing mandates and available resources, the solicitation of views from a balanced and 
regionally diverse set of scientific and technical experts, covering a broad range of relevant 
disciplines, on developments relevant to the work of the Convention. This may include the 
organization, as appropriate, of  panel sessions featuring input from international scientific 
entities addressing both opportunities and risks of relevance to the Convention including the 
development of specific and effective measures on compliance and verification. 
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C. Measures on confidence-building and transparency 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on confidence-building and transparency: 

15. Task the Implementation Support Unit to establish a comprehensive training 
programme supported by financial, in-kind or expert contributions for States Parties requiring 
support in preparing CBMs.  

16. In an effort to advance toward the ultimate objective of complete CBM reporting, 
States Parties facing challenges in preparing CBM reports should be encouraged to submit 
step-by-step reports as an interim measure, with a view to submitting complete CBM reports 
as soon as feasible. 

17. States Parties should integrate, where applicable, reporting on participation in 
international assistance and cooperation programmes and projects into their CBM 
submissions. 

18. Task the Implementation Support Unit to: 

(a) Further develop the electronic CBM platform to make it as user-friendly as possible;  

(b) Provide technical assistance to requesting States Parties in submitting CBMs;  

(c) Hold or coordinate regular training courses on CBMs for requesting States Parties 
including through e-learning,  at the regional and national levels funded by assessed 
and voluntary contributions;  

(d) Establish and maintain an informal CBM assistance network to support States Parties, 
upon request, in submitting CBMs. This network may be composed of experts 
nominated and funded on a voluntary basis by States Parties. The Implementation 
Support Unit will inform about the operation of the CBM assistance network in its 
annual report to States Parties; 

(e) Identify possible overlaps and synergies with national or international frameworks 
with a view to improve reporting outcomes for further consideration and action by 
States Parties; and 

(f) Compile and make available in line with its existing CBM reporting mandate factual 
information on CBM submissions in a manner that may inform States Parties’ efforts 
to identify overall trends and national implementation needs. 

19. A CBM review process open to all interested States Parties should be launched at the 
Tenth Review Conference to discuss possible revisions and amendments of existing CBMs 
and possible adoption of additional CBMs, including but not limited to the proposals already 
made. States Parties will conduct a review of the CBMs once during each five-year review 
cycle to ensure that they remain up to date, efficient and fit for purpose. 

20.  States Parties should consider engaging in additional transparency measures on a 
voluntary basis. While acknowledging that such voluntary activities are not a substitute for  
verification, they could provide useful input to deliberations on such measures. Activities will 
be funded by the organizing States Parties. In this regard, a platform for voluntary 
transparency measures should be established, to serve as a repository of lessons and effective 
practices from these activities. The Implementation Support Unit will establish and maintain 
this platform funded from voluntary contributions received from States Parties and inform 
about the relevant activities in its annual report to States Parties.  

D. Measures on compliance and verification 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on compliance and verification: 

21. Recognizing that disarmament and arms limitation agreements should provide for 
adequate measures of verification satisfactory to all parties concerned in order to create the 
necessary confidence and ensure that they are being observed by all parties and recalling also 
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that the form and modalities of the verification to be provided for in any specific agreement 
depend upon and should be determined by the purposes, scope and nature of the agreement, 
States Parties, determined to strengthen the effectiveness and to improve the implementation 
of the Convention in all its aspects, should establish an Open-Ended Working Group open to 
all States Parties on compliance and verification.  

22. The Open-Ended Working Group should be mandated to develop with a view to 
establishing concrete compliance and verification measures, including possible legally-
binding measures, aimed at building confidence in compliance, and detecting and deterring 
non-compliance. The Open-Ended Working Group will consider the political, legal technical,  
institutional and financial aspects of any proposed compliance and verification measures. 

23. Methods, procedures and techniques related to compliance and verification should be 
able to provide in a timely, effective and efficient fashion credible evidence of compliance or 
non-compliance with the provisions of the Convention. The development of compliance and 
verification measures should be without prejudice to national security, intellectual property, 
sustainable development, technological, economic or development interests of the States 
Parties. Compliance and verification measures should be clearly tied to specific obligations 
under the Convention. Any compliance and verification measures should be adaptable to 
ensure their future effectiveness in an evolving threat environment. 

24. In this context, the Open-Ended Working Group should be mandated to address the 
following: 

(a) Both on-site and off-site approaches to verification that are practicable, feasible 
proportionate, cost effective and complementary; 

(b) Mandatory declarations in the context of compliance and verification, including 
their purposes and scope, harmonized with existing and possible future CBMs while 
noting that CBMs can complement but should not substitute for verification ; 

(c) Scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention that could 
have an impact on the effectiveness of proposed compliance and verification 
measures or the possibility of creating new ones while also taking into account the 
specific characteristics of the Convention, as well as the unique nature of biological 
weapons;  

(d) The complementarity between any proposed compliance and verification measures, 
noting that combinations of measures could improve the possibility of providing 
credible evidence of compliance or non-compliance with the provisions of the 
Convention; 

(e) The requirements for institutional arrangements, of a political, financial and 
technical character, including options for the possible establishment of a dedicated 
organization or other international agency, in light of experience from relevant 
verification regimes; 

(f)  Potential investigative measures able to rapidly and credibly look into allegations 
concerning possible non-compliance with the provisions of the Convention while 
noting that such measures should carefully balance effective verification capabilities 
with the protection of sensitive national security information and confidential 
proprietary rights; and 

(g) The need to support the development of verification capacity and expertise in the 
biological field across all regions, contributing to a ready-to-use pool of expertise 
from States Parties. 

25. The Open-Ended Working Group should take into account, inter alia, as appropriate, 
all documents agreed by the States Parties under the Convention, as well as the work already 
done by States Parties to strengthen the Convention, without prejudice to any decision or 
position. This could, inter alia, entail considering criteria for the evaluation of compliance 
and verification measures and deciding which measures previously identified might warrant 
reconsideration, revision or adaptation. The establishment of the Open-Ended Working Group 
is without prejudice to the mandate of the Ad Hoc Group established by the Special 
Conference of 1994 (BWC/SPCONF/01), nor does it supersede, supplant or change it. 

https://docs.un.org/BWC/SPCONF/1
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26. States Parties are encouraged, on a voluntary basis, to organize and/or take part in the 
trial/practice application of compliance and verification measures in close cooperation with 
the relevant industries, with a view to gaining a better understanding of the implications of 
specific compliance and verification measures and to submit the findings from such activities 
to the Open-Ended Working Group. 

27. The Rules of procedure of the Review Conference should be applied to the Open-
Ended Working Group, mutatis mutandis.  

28. States Parties should allocate [20] days to the Open-Ended Working Group for its 
substantive meetings, every year for the period from […] to […]. The Open-Ended Working 
Group should complete its work as soon as possible, preferably before the end of […]. 

29. The Open-Ended Working Group will meet in Geneva, in an in-person format in 
accordance with the regular practice under the Convention. The first meeting will be held 
from […] to […] […] […] to discuss organisational issues. The substantive meetings of the 
Open-Ended Working Group in […] will be held from […] to […] and from […] to […]. For 
subsequent years, the Meetings of States Parties will set the dates of the substantive meetings 
of the Open-Ended Working Group. 

30. At its organisational meeting, the Open-Ended Working Group will elect a 
Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons. The Chairperson will update the annual Meetings of 
States Parties on the work of the Open-Ended Working Group. 

31. The Implementation Support Unit will render the necessary assistance and provide 
such services as may be required for the convening and activities of the Open-Ended Working 
Group. 

32. At the completion of its work, the Open-Ended Working Group will adopt a report, by 
consensus, that includes conclusions and recommendations according to its mandate. The 
adopted report will be submitted to States Parties for their consideration at the Eleventh 
Review Conference, or earlier at a Special Conference if it is requested according to the 
procedure established by the Third Review Conference (BWC/CONF.III/23), to decide on 
any further action. 

E. Measures on national implementation of the Convention 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on national implementation of the 
Convention: 

33. States Parties should be encouraged to strengthen, review, and update national 
implementing legislation, policies, and regulations related to the oversight of dual-use 
materials, technologies, science, and disease surveillance. States Parties should also be 
encouraged to develop and implement voluntary codes of conduct and biological risk 
management standards for relevant facilities, and to ensure the consistent and timely 
submission of CBM forms. 

34. States Parties are encouraged to enhance effectiveness of the national implementation 
of the Convention, including through establishing national contact points and promoting 
national ownership of the implementation of the Convention. 

35. States Parties should promote synergies and complementarity between the national 
implementation of the Convention and other relevant international instruments and initiatives. 

36. States Parties should be encouraged to conduct activities on awareness-raising, 
education and engagement with different stakeholders, as well as encourage relevant actors, 
including private laboratories and research institutions, to uphold the highest possible 
biosafety and biosecurity standards in their operations. 

37. The Implementation Support Unit should be provided with the necessary resources for 
supporting, upon request, national implementation of States Parties through a programme 
supported by financial, in kind and expert contributions from States Parties. 

https://undocs.org/BWC/CONF.iii/23
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F. Measures on assistance, response and preparedness under Article VII 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on assistance, response and preparedness 
under Article VII: 

38. States Parties should recognize that assistance, both for response and preparedness, 
can be provided under different formats and procedures. 

39. National Contact Points should also serve as focal points for the issue of assistance, 
response and preparedness. 

40. States Parties should strengthen capacity-building, including by identifying the 
differences, linkages and synergies between Article VII and Article X, recognizing that 
strengthening surveillance, detection and response capabilities of national health systems 
would help to tackle both infectious disease outbreaks of a natural or accidental origin and 
also enhance preparedness to mitigate the consequences of deliberate biological events. 

41. States Parties should be encouraged to continue conducting national, regional or 
international simulation and tabletop exercises in their national capacities to ensure readiness 
and test the operationalisation of capabilities. These exercises can help identify best practices, 
refine response plans, and ensure that assistance mechanisms are both functional and effective 
and that all parties are better equipped to respond to potential violations of the Convention. 
These exercises should involve government agencies, regional and international 
organizations, and civil society. Any lessons learned from these exercises should be shared 
widely to facilitate preparedness among all States Parties. 

42. States Parties should be encouraged to adopt the voluntary guidelines, which a State 
Party could use as a template for the information that should be submitted to the UN Security 
Council with a request for assistance as part of the process of invoking Article VII. In this 
regard, States Parties should acknowledge that establishing voluntary guidelines for 
requesting assistance could facilitate prompt response and the provision of timely 
humanitarian and other emergency assistance measures by States Parties, if requested. 

43.  Recalling the decision of the Eighth Review Conference to support the establishment 
of a database containing States Parties’ offers and needs for assistance under Article VII, the 
Implementation Support Unit should be tasked and resourced to create and maintain such a 
database funded by assessed and voluntary contributions received from States Parties. The 
database will include, inter alia, a registry of deployable capabilities, including mobile 
biomedical units, response and support teams, mobile laboratories, equipment, training and 
individual experts. The Article VII database should be compatible with other databases 
maintained by the Implementation Support Unit and will be accessible to States Parties. Any 
offers, which may be used for both response and preparedness purposes are voluntary in 
nature and operated and funded by the States Parties nominating them. 

44. States Parties should continue to explore means of cooperation and synergies with 
national, regional and international organizations with expertise in the matter taking into 
account their respective mandates, as well as the possible coordinating role of the United 
Nations in providing and delivering assistance under the Convention, including efforts and 
capacities of States Parties and relevant international organizations such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the World Organization for Animal Health (WOAH), the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the International Plant Protection 
Convention (IPPC). 

G. Measures on organizational, institutional and financial arrangements 

The Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention recommends that States Parties 
consider and take action on the following measures on organizational, institutional and 
financial arrangements: 

45. Recognizing the need to further institutionalize the Convention, States Parties should 
continue to explore and develop options for the possible establishment of a dedicated 
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organization or other international agency to promote and support the objectives and purposes 
of the Convention. 

46. States Parties should note with appreciation the work carried out by the 
Implementation Support Unit and also note that it has successfully fulfilled its mandate since 
its establishment by the Sixth Review Conference in 2006. 

47. Recognizing the importance of ensuring greater predictability and the necessity of 
further advancing the institutional arrangements of the Convention, the Implementation 
Support Unit should operate unless decided otherwise by States Parties in the context of 
decisions on the further institutional strengthening of the Convention, including options for 
the possible establishment of a new dedicated organization or other international agency. The 
mandate and performance of the Implementation Support Unit should continue to be reviewed 
at each Review Conference. The Implementation Support Unit should continue to submit an 
annual written report to all States Parties, detailing its activities in implementing its mandate. 

48. Without prejudice to the decision of the Sixth Review Conference to establish the 
Implementation Support Unit with three full-time staff members, and the subsequent decision 
of the Ninth Review Conference to establish one additional full-time position within the 
Implementation Support Unit only for the period from 2023 to 2027, and taking into account 
the continuing need for the Implementation Support Unit to provide the necessary assistance 
and services, the position established by the Ninth Review Conference will be maintained and 
the Implementation Support Unit will henceforth consequently consist of four full-time staff 
members. Furthermore, in light of the additional responsibilities the Implementation Support 
Unit will assume as a result of the recommendations of this Working Group, including the 
establishment of an International Cooperation and Assistance Mechanism as detailed in 
Annex II, a Science and Technology Review Mechanism as detailed in Annex III and other 
measures detailed in this Annex, three new full-time staff positions should be created within 
the Implementation Support Unit. Consequently, the full complement of the Implementation 
Support Unit will henceforth consist of seven staff members. 

49. Reaffirming that five-yearly Review Conferences constitute an effective method of 
reviewing the operation of the Convention with a view to assuring that the purposes of the 
Preamble and the provisions of the Convention are being realized, noting that at present, the 
duration of the  Review Conference and its Preparatory Committee is determined only in the 
year preceding the Review Conference, recognizing the need for predictability and effective 
planning and the needs to further strengthen the organizational and institutional arrangements 
of the Convention and drawing upon the experience of the previous Review Conferences, the 
duration of the Review Conference should be established at three weeks with the Preparatory 
Committee convening for one week. 

50. Taking into account the need for predictability and financial planning and thus 
strengthening the financial arrangements of the Convention, the Review Conference should 
adopt a five-year (quinquennial) budget covering the intersessional programme and the 
following Review Conference and its Preparatory Committee. For each of the subsequent 
years covered by this budget, invoices corresponding to the annual shares of the five-year 
budget will be issued at the time of the closing of accounts. The invoice must include an 
expected due date to which it relates. Should the United Nations scale of assessments be 
revised subsequent to the approval of the quinquennial budget, the necessary adjustments will 
be reflected in the annual invoices accordingly. 

51. To further mitigate financial risks, particularly liquidity issues, a 5% contingency 
should be included in the Convention’s quinquennial cost estimates to help ensure greater 
financial predictability and liquidity for the Convention. The contingency provision would be 
used to cover actual costs that are over and above the cost estimates, and to cover additional 
unplanned expenditure authorized following approval by the States Parties. 

52. Noting that the Working Capital Fund (WCF) provides liquidity during the financial 
year to ensure the continuity of approved programmes and activities, the target amount of the 
WCF should cover 100% of one year of the annual cost estimates for the Convention. 
Contributions to the WCF will continue to be voluntary. 
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53. The Implementation Support Unit should upgrade, further develop and maintain a 
unified portal to include databases to be funded through assessed contributions. This portal 
would encompass the Article X database, the Article VII database, the electronic CBM 
platform and the NCP platform, as well as a platform to allow stakeholders to access relevant 
laws, regulations, norms and standards; exchange information and identify best practices. 

54. Recognizing that the timely and full payment of annual assessed contributions is of 
utmost importance for the sustainability and effective functioning of the Convention, States 
Parties should be urged to honour their financial commitments. A payment plan may be 
proposed to any State Party which has not met its financial commitments under the 
Convention for three or more consecutive years. 
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Annex II 

1. The Ninth Review Conference decided to develop with a view to establishing a mechanism 
open to all States Parties to facilitate and support the full implementation of international 
cooperation and assistance under Article X. The Review Conference also decided that, in 
order for this mechanism to be established, the Working Group on the strengthening of the 
Convention will make appropriate recommendations. 

2. The appropriate recommendations made by the Working Group in this regard are therefore 
contained in this Annex and are hereby submitted to States Parties for consideration and 
any further action. 

 
Draft decision for the establishment of a mechanism open to all States Parties to 
facilitate and support the full implementation of international cooperation and 

assistance under Article X of the Convention 

 
The [Special/Review] Conference of the States Parties to the Convention, 
  

1. Recalling that the Ninth Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition 
of the Development, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) Weapons and on their 
Destruction (BWC) established a Working Group on the Strengthening of the Convention as part of the 
intersessional programme; 

2. Recalling further that the Conference separately mandated the Working Group “to make appropriate 
recommendations with a view to establishing a mechanism, open to all States Parties, to facilitate and 
support the full implementation of international cooperation and assistance under Article X” (paragraph 
18, Part II, BWC.CONF.IX/9); 

3. Reaffirming the importance of Article X with regard to international cooperation and assistance, and 
recalling that, in accordance with Article X, “States Parties to this Convention undertake to facilitate, 
and have the right to participate in, the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and scientific 
and technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful 
purposes,” and further recalling that “Parties to the Convention in a position to do so shall also 
cooperate in contributing individually or together with other States or international organisations to the 
further development and application of scientific discoveries in the field of bacteriology (biology) for 
prevention of disease, or for other peaceful purposes”; 

4. Stressing that, in accordance with Article X, the Convention “shall be implemented in a manner 
designed to avoid hampering the economic or technological development of States Parties to the 
Convention or international cooperation in the field of peaceful bacteriological (biological) activities, 
including the international exchange of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins and equipment 
for the processing, use or production of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful 
purposes in accordance with the provisions of the Convention”; 

5.  Recalling that the Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, Seventh, and Eighth Review Conferences noted States 
Parties should not use the provisions of Article III “to impose restrictions and/or limitations on transfers 
for purposes consistent with the objectives and provisions of the Convention of scientific knowledge, 
technology, equipment and materials under Article X”;  and further recalling that the Sixth, Seventh 
and Eighth Review Conferences urged "all States Parties possessing advanced biotechnology to adopt 
positive measures to promote technology transfer and international cooperation on an equal and non-
discriminatory basis, particularly with countries less advanced in this field, while promoting the basic 
objectives of the Convention, as well as ensuring that the promulgation of science and technology is 
fully consistent with the peaceful object and purpose of the Convention."; 

6. Recalling further that the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Review Conferences called “for appropriate 
measures, including effective national export controls, by all States Parties to implement this Article, 
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in order to ensure that direct and indirect transfers relevant to the Convention, to any recipient 
whatsoever, are authorized only when the intended use is for purposes not prohibited under the 
Convention”; 

7. Recalling that the Fourth, Sixth, Seventh and Eighth Review Conferences reaffirmed that Article V 
“provides an appropriate framework for States Parties to consult and cooperate with one another to 
resolve any problem and to make any request for clarification which may have arisen in relation to the 
objective of, or in the application of, the provisions of, the Convention"; and  

8. Taking into account, inter alia, as appropriate, all documents agreed by the States Parties under the 
Convention, as well as the work already done by States Parties to strengthen the Convention, without 
prejudice to any decision or position, and also considering the experience and practices of other 
relevant international organisations or other international entities regarding measures and mechanisms 
to facilitate and support international cooperation and assistance. 

Hereby:  
 

1. Establishes a Mechanism (hereinafter, ICA Mechanism) open to all States Parties to facilitate and 
support the full implementation of international cooperation and assistance under Article X, 
comprising the following institutional elements: 
 
(a) The Review Conference as the ultimate oversight body for the Mechanism; 

(b) An ICA Advisory Group of the Meeting of States Parties (hereinafter, ICA Advisory Group) 
that will consider and approve the ICA Programme as a whole package and as the ICA Steering 
Group recommends. The ICA Advisory Group will also serve as a forum for States Parties to 
further express and exchange their views on the operation of the ICA Mechanism and to raise 
any broader issues concerning the implementation of Article X, including opportunities and 
obstacles to international cooperation and assistance; 

(c) An International Cooperation and Assistance Programme (ICA Programme) that will operate 
in accordance with the “Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance 
Programme under Article X of the Convention” in Appendix I; 

(d) An International Cooperation and Assistance Steering Group (ICA Steering Group), composed 
of 20 members from 20 States Parties, responsible for making recommendations on the ICA 
Programme and the allocation of the ICA Fund. The ICA Steering Group may also provide 
recommendations on other matters related to the ICA Mechanism, in line with the “Terms of 
Reference of the ICA Steering Group” outlined in Appendix II. The Steering Group will 
conduct its work by consensus; and 

(e) An International Cooperation and Assistance Fund (ICA Fund) to finance the ICA Programme. 
The ICA Fund will be a voluntary trust fund administered in accordance with the “Terms of 
Reference of the ICA Fund” outlined in Appendix III.  

2. Decides that, at future Meetings of States Parties, following the conclusion of the General Debate, 
the Meeting of States Parties will constitute itself as the ICA Advisory Group for up to one day; 
 

3. Decides further that the ICA Advisory Group will oversee the ICA Mechanism throughout the 
intersessional period. The Meetings of States Parties will be responsible for taking necessary 
actions with respect to budgetary, financial, and organisational matters, with a view to ensuring the 
proper and effective operation of the ICA Mechanism during the intersessional period; 
 

4. Also decides that a four-day annual meeting of the ICA Steering Group will take place in person 
and be funded through the assessed contributions from the States Parties; 
 

5. Encourages States Parties in a position to do so to make voluntary contributions to the ICA Fund 
and stresses that the establishment of the ICA Mechanism is without prejudice to any other 
cooperation and assistance arrangements undertaken by any State Party in furtherance of its Article 
X obligations; and 
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6. Decides that the Review Conference will review the work of the ICA Mechanism and decide on 

the renewal of its mandate. In this regard, decides further that the Review Conference will assess 
the functioning of the ICA Mechanism and decide on any changes necessary to improve its 
effectiveness and efficiency. 
 

APPENDIX I: Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Programme under 
Article X of the Convention. 
APPENDIX II: Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Steering Group. 
APPENDIX III: Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Fund. 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Programme under 
Article X of the Convention 

 
 

1. The International Cooperation and Assistance Programme (ICA Programme) is established as a 
constituent element of the mechanism open to all States Parties to facilitate and support the full 
implementation of international cooperation and assistance under Article X of the Convention.  

OBJECTIVES 
 

2. In order to strengthen international cooperation and assistance under the Convention, the ICA 
Programme will facilitate the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials, and scientific and 
technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins for peaceful 
purposes, thereby advancing the peaceful, safe and secure use of such agents and toxins in 
accordance with the provisions of the Convention. 
  

3. The ICA Programme will be non-discriminatory and therefore open to all States Parties, with a 
particular focus on assisting States Parties to address their specific needs and priorities, and will 
seek to achieve, inter alia, the following objectives: 
(a) Promoting scientific and technological exchange for peaceful purposes and technical co-

operation among States Parties in accordance with Article X; 

(b) Assisting States Parties to strengthen their scientific and technological capabilities in the 
peaceful uses of biology, with a view to empowering them to enjoy the dividends of 
biotechnology development; 

(c) Facilitating the fullest possible exchange of technology, equipment, materials and scientific 
and technological information for the use of biological agents and toxins for peaceful 
purposes; 

(d) Facilitating and supporting capacity-building measures through international cooperation in 
the following areas: 

(i) education, training, exchange, and twinning programmes and other means of 
developing human resources in biological sciences and technology related to 
the implementation of the Convention; 

(ii) training, technical advice, equipment and materials to improve capabilities of 
laboratories on the prevention, surveillance, detection and diagnosis of 
diseases; 

(iii) detecting, reporting, and responding to outbreaks of infectious disease or 
biological weapons attacks, including in the areas of emergency preparedness, 
response, management, and mitigation; 

(iv) enhancing national and regional capabilities for surveillance, detection, 
diagnosis, reporting and response to infectious disease outbreaks (whether 
natural, accidental or deliberate in origin), including collaborative research 
projects and access to relevant technology and training; 

(v) strengthening the national implementation of the Convention, particularly 
Articles III and IV, through cooperation and assistance to ensure inter alia 
biosafety and biosecurity, prevent misuse of biology, and counter bioterrorism; 
and 

(vi) taking full benefit of scientific and technological advancements relevant to the 
Convention. 

(e) Collaboration with international organizations and networks related to combating infectious 
diseases at all levels, as well as regional and sub-regional cooperation to promote 
implementation of all articles of the Convention; and 
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(f) Facilitating matchmaking between offers of, and requests for, cooperation and assistance, 
among States Parties to foster complementarity and synergies of cooperation initiatives, and 
to monitor and review the operation of the Assistance and Cooperation Database System and 
make recommendations aimed at promoting the functionality and effectiveness of the 
Database. 

 
4. The ICA Programme will be, to the extent possible, consistent and aligned with the ICA Action 

Plan for the intersessional period, as adopted by the Review Conference.  
  

5. International cooperation and assistance projects and activities under the ICA Programme will be 
restricted to activities that advance the full and effective implementation of the Convention and, in 
particular, the peaceful uses of biological science and technologies. To this end, requests for 
assistance will be in line with Article X, remain consistent with Articles I, II, and III, and further 
the implementation of other Articles of the Convention. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
 

6. The ICA Programme, as approved by the ICA Advisory Group, will be implemented consistent 
with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations, and the terms of agreements or 
arrangements concluded with the States Parties or groups of States Parties receiving assistance or 
providing funding resources.  
 

7. The nature, extent, and scope of the assistance to be funded by the ICA Fund under the ICA 
Programme will be tailored to the needs of the requesting State Party or group of States Parties, 
bearing in mind the goals and objectives of the Convention. In this regard: 

 
(a) Cooperation and assistance should be provided to or through States Parties;   

(b) The State Party or group of States Parties requesting cooperation and assistance will 
undertake all necessary preparatory work to ensure that the proposed project will achieve 
its objectives; 

(c) Each project proposal will outline the intended objectives, desired outcomes, proposed 
timeline for completion and the resources required for its successful implementation and 
sustainability; 

(d) The ICA Steering Group in consultation with the ISU, and the requesting State Party or 
group of States Parties, will ensure to the extent possible that any project submitted for 
consideration is not a duplication of projects requested or funded from other sources; 

(e) The ISU will provide guidance to States Parties on project design, implementation and 
reporting and ensure appropriate monitoring and evaluation; and 

(f) Each beneficiary State Party or group of States Parties will submit a final project report, 
which should be accessible in the assistance and cooperation database system.  

 
8. The ISU, prior to any project approval, and under the guidance of the ICA Steering Group, will 

consult with other relevant international organizations and funding entities or mechanisms 
regarding submitted and funded projects to avoid duplication. Projects supported under the ICA 
Programme could be implemented in collaboration with other UN agencies, international or 
regional organizations, or other relevant non-governmental partners. 
 

9. The ICA Steering Group, with the assistance of the ISU, will submit annually a report on the status 
of implementation and achievement of the ICA Programme to the ICA Advisory Group.  

ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY FOR AND RECEIVE ASSISTANCE  
 

10. Any State Party or group of States Parties may submit a project proposal under the ICA Mechanism 
to be funded by the ICA Fund. 
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11. Before technical assistance is provided, the United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs 
(UNODA) and the Government concerned will conclude an agreement that provides for application 
of the basic agreement currently used to govern the provision of technical assistance under UNDP. 
The agreement between the UNODA and the Government sets forth the specific conditions 
required under the United Nations rules and regulations for the provision of technical assistance” 
by the United Nations to its Members. It deals, for example, with the facilitation of entry visas and 
the non-application of taxes and customs duties for assistance that is provided. 
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APPENDIX II 
 

Terms of Reference of the ICA Steering Group  
 

 
PURPOSE & AUTHORITY 
 

1. The International Cooperation and Assistance Steering Group (ICA Steering Group) is established 
as a constituent element of the mechanism open to all States Parties on a non-discriminatory basis 
to facilitate and support the full implementation of international cooperation and assistance under 
Article X of the Convention.  
 

2. The ICA Steering Group will facilitate international cooperation activities, including those 
activities developed consistent with Article X of the Convention, as well as the matching of offers 
and requests in the Assistance and Cooperation Database System and the identification and 
promotion of synergies with relevant international and/or regional organizations for the peaceful 
uses of biology. With guidance from the ICA Advisory Group, it will manage the ICA Programme 
and the ICA Fund. 

ROLE AND FUNCTIONS 
 

3. The ICA Steering Group will: 
 
(a) Determine its own schedule of work; 

(b) Develop and implement, with the support of the ISU, the administrative procedures for 
requesting, receiving, and implementing cooperation and assistance projects and the reporting 
procedures to be followed by the beneficiary States Parties or group of States Parties under the 
ICA Programme, which will be subject to review by the Review Conference; 

(c) Develop and implement the methodology, including assessment criteria for the review and the 
selection of project proposals to be funded under the ICA Mechanism, which will be subject 
to review by the Review Conference; 

(d) Identify potential priority areas for international cooperation and assistance for the 
intersessional period for consideration by the Review Conference or a Special Conference with 
a view to their potential inclusion in an ICA Action Plan;  

(e) Develop and implement the monitoring and evaluation policy for the ICA Programme, in 
accordance with the regulations and rules governing programme monitoring and evaluation in 
the UN Secretariat; 

(f) Review and recommend, with the assistance of the ISU, project proposals to be funded under 
the ICA Mechanism for approval by the ICA Advisory Group. The recommended project 
proposals will constitute a draft ICA Programme, which can only be approved as a single 
integrated package; 

(g) Report annually on the implementation of the ICA Programme and the financial status of the 
ICA Fund to the Meeting of States Parties; 

(h) Foster, as appropriate, complementarity and synergies with initiatives of other relevant 
international, regional or multinational organizations in activities relating to the Convention, 
while seeking to avoid duplication, with guidance from the Meeting of States Parties and the 
support of the ISU; 

(i) Facilitate communication and information sharing among States Parties to promote best 
practices, lessons learned, and successful case studies in utilizing biological technologies for 
peaceful purposes;  

(j) Coordinate with the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism with a view to identifying 
discoveries in biological sciences that can open new avenues of cooperation between States 
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Parties, and raise awareness of the benefits that accrue from promoting the peaceful uses of 
biological sciences and technologies; 

(k) Manage the ICA Fund pursuant to its Terms of Reference; 

(l) Ensure, to the extent possible, that projects funded under the ICA Mechanism support the 
implementation of all aspects of the Convention, and do not duplicate ongoing efforts and 
projects by international, regional or multinational organizations as well as those of individual 
States Parties in a bilateral or multilateral context; 

(m) Set the timeline for the call for project proposals, the call for financial contributions, and the 
timeline for notifying States Parties of the status of their project proposals; 

(n) Recommend annually to the ICA Advisory Group the initial allocation of available financial 
resources to the ICA Programme, including the minimum and maximum budget for projects. 
Such decisions, and any subsequent allocation decisions that may be required, will be in 
accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and the "Terms of 
Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Programme under the Convention"; 

(o) Coordinate with the President of the Review Conference or Special Conference to organize 
the ICA pledging conference to mobilize financial resources for the ICA Fund; and 

(p) With the guidance of the ICA Advisory Group, implement relevant decisions of the Review 
Conference in relation to international cooperation and assistance. 

COMPOSITION 
 

4. The ICA Steering Group will be composed of  20 States Parties, reflecting an equitable regional 
and geographical distribution. The membership is agreed upon by the Review Conference. 

 
5. At its first meeting, the ICA Steering Group will elect a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons, 

who will constitute the Bureau. 
 

6. Any donor State (not already represented on the ICA Steering Group), United Nations specialized 
agency, and intergovernmental organization contributing at least 10% of the ICA Fund target 
budget for the intersessional period should be invited to appoint a representative as an observer in 
the ICA Steering Group for the duration of its contribution, with the right to speak and make written 
submissions. Foundations, academia, non-governmental organisations and for-profit entities 
contributing at least 20% of the ICA Fund target budget for the intersessional period should also 
be invited to observe the ICA Steering Group with the right to speak and make written submissions. 

MEETINGS 
 

7. In order to carry out its substantive work, the ICA Steering Group will conduct a formal in-person 
meeting once a year in Geneva, Switzerland, for up to four days per year, and informal online 
meetings as often as necessary. The Chairperson of the ICA Steering Group will inform its 
members through the ISU about the time and place of the meetings at least 30 days in advance. 
 

8. The ICA Steering Group’s annual meeting will be held at least 30 days in advance of the Meeting 
of States Parties. 
 

9. The official languages of the Steering Group are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and 
Spanish.  The working language is English.  As needed, and upon request from the Chair of the 
ICA Steering Group or by a State Party, interpretation will be arranged by the ISU, subject to the 
availability of funds. 
 

10. The ISU will provide administrative and secretarial support to the ICA Steering Group and will 
support the work of the Bureau. 

REPORTING 
 

11. The ICA Steering Group will report annually on its work to the Meeting of States Parties.  
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12. In the year of a Review Conference, the Chairperson of the ICA Steering Group with the support 

of the ISU will submit to the Conference for its consideration a detailed report summarising the 
work of the ICA Steering Group during the intersessional period under review and may submit for 
consideration an Action Plan reflecting strategic priority areas on which the ICA Programme 
should focus for the next intersessional period. 
 

13. The ICA Steering Group will make recommendations to the Meeting of States Parties and the 
Review Conference on international cooperation and assistance issues where necessary. 

DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 
 

14. The rules of procedure of the Review Conference will be applicable mutatis mutandis to the ICA 
Steering Group. The ICA Steering Group will make every effort to take its decisions by consensus.   
 

15. Any ICA Steering Group member whose country has submitted a project proposal under 
consideration by the ICA Steering Group should not participate in the deliberations on that 
particular request. 

REVIEW AND EVALUATION 
 

16. The Review Conference will review the work of the ICA Steering Group and decide on the renewal 
of its mandate. 

DURATION AND RENEWAL 
 

17. For the initial membership of the Steering Group, half of the members will serve a [   ]-year term, 
while the other half will serve a [   ]-year term, ensuring that the entire membership does not change 
at the same time. Subsequently, membership will be for a [    ]-year term.  

AMENDMENTS 
 

18. The Review Conference will be responsible for adopting any amendments to the Terms of 
Reference of the ICA Steering Group. 
 

19. The ICA Steering Group, the ICA Advisory Group, or any State Party may propose amendments 
to the Terms of Reference of the ICA Steering Group for consideration by the Review Conference.  
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APPENDIX III 
 

 Terms of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Fund 
 

1. The International Cooperation and Assistance Fund (ICA Fund) is established as a constituent 
element of the mechanism open to all States Parties to facilitate and support the full implementation 
of international cooperation and assistance under the Convention (the ICA Mechanism). 
 

2. The ICA Fund aims to “facilitate the fullest possible exchange of equipment, materials and 
scientific and technological information for the use of bacteriological (biological) agents and toxins 
for peaceful purposes.” It also aims at fostering and contributing to international cooperation for 
“the further development and application of scientific discoveries in the field of bacteriology 
(biology) for the prevention of diseases, or for other peaceful purposes.” 
 

3. The ICA Fund will facilitate and contribute to the peaceful, safe, and secure use of biological 
science and technology and assist in building national and regional capacities for the full and 
effective implementation of the Convention. The ICA Fund will support projects selected for 
funding in the framework of the ICA Mechanism. 
 

CONTRIBUTIONS AND SOURCES OF FUNDING 
 

4. The ICA Fund is a voluntary trust fund. It can receive contributions from States Parties and other 
donors, including United Nations specialized agencies, multilateral and regional organizations, 
intergovernmental organisations, foundations, academia, non-governmental organisations, and for-
profit entities, for the purposes set forth in paragraphs 1, 2, and 3 above. All pledges, contributions, 
donations or grants to the ICA Fund will be made in writing and identify any specifications or 
parameters for the expenditure of the funds, in accordance with the Financial Regulations and Rules 
of the United Nations.   
  

5. To ensure the sufficiency, predictability and sustainability of the ICA Fund and the viability of the 
ICA Programme, the Review Conference will set the target amount for the ICA Fund to be 
mobilized during the intersessional period. All States Parties are encouraged to pledge and 
effectively pay their contribution, with a view to achieving the target amount set by the Review 
Conference. In this regard, any State Party may, at its discretion, base its contribution on the UN 
assessment rates for its country, prorated to reflect the difference in membership between the 
United Nations and the Convention.   
 

6. In the year of a Review Conference, the President of the Review Conference, in consultation with 
the Chairperson of the ICA Steering Group1 and with the assistance of the ISU, will convene a 
pledging conference in the margins of the Review Conference. In this regard, the President will 
solicit pledges from States Parties and other donors in advance of the pledging conference. 

AUTHORITY 
 

7. The United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (UNODA) will host the ICA Fund, which the 
ISU will administer as part of the implementation of the ICA Programme. The management of the 
ICA Fund will be consistent with the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and 
the present Terms of Reference of the ICA Fund. 
 

8. The ICA Steering Group will be responsible for the oversight of the ICA Fund in accordance with 
its Terms of Reference. The ICA Steering Group will recommend annually to the ICA Advisory 
Group the initial allocation of available financial resources to the ICA Programme. This 
recommendation and any subsequent allocation decisions that may be required will be in 
accordance with both the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations and the "Terms 
of Reference of the International Cooperation and Assistance Programme." 
 

  
1 The ICA Steering Group is established by the xxx Review Conference to oversee the ICA Programme and the ICA Fund. 
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9. The Chairperson of the ICA Steering Group will report annually to the Meeting of States Parties 
on the status of the ICA Fund and its utilization. In this regard, the Meeting of States Parties may 
provide guidance on the use of the ICA Fund, as appropriate. 

FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT  
 

10. To ensure long-term impact, strengthen national ownership, and build donor confidence in the ICA 
Mechanism, recipient States Parties are encouraged to contribute to the cost of their respective 
projects funded through the ICA Fund. These cost-sharing contributions (CSCs) help expand the 
pool of resources available for cooperation and assistance efforts under the Convention. The level 
of contribution will be assessed individually, based on each country’s financial capacity. As a 
general guideline, States Parties which are Least Developed Countries (LDCs) and Small Island 
Developing States (SIDS) are encouraged to contribute 5% of their respective project cost, while 
others are encouraged to contribute 10%. Contributions can be made in cash or through in-kind 
support, such as providing goods, services, facilities, or equipment directly related to the project. 
CSCs must be received before any project funds are disbursed. In-kind contributions may account 
for up to 50% of the total CSC. When evaluating and approving projects for funding, financial 
commitment to the Convention and participation in cost-sharing may be taken into consideration. 
 

11. In accordance with its Terms of Reference, the ICA Steering Group, assisted by the ISU, will 
decide, inter alia, on the frequency of calls for applications, the minimum and maximum budgets 
per project, and the maximum duration of projects. 

MONITORING AND AUDITING  
 

12. The ISU will ensure that funds are disbursed in accordance with the decisions of the ICA Steering 
Group the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations. It will provide transparent 
accounting and report annually to the ICA Steering Group and to the ICA Advisory Group. 
 

13. The ICA Fund is subject to the audit provisions of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the 
United Nations applicable to the establishment and management of trust funds. 

FINAL PROVISIONS 
 

14. In the event of a termination of the activities of the ICA Fund, the provision on the closure of a 
Trust Fund under the relevant provisions of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United 
Nations will be applicable to it, mutatis mutandis. 
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Annex III 

1. The Ninth Review Conference decided to develop with a view to establishing a mechanism 
to review and assess scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention 
and to provide States Parties with relevant advice. The Review Conference also decided 
that, in order for this mechanism to be established, the Working Group on the strengthening 
of the Convention will make appropriate recommendations. 

2. The appropriate recommendations made by the Working Group in this regard are therefore 
contained in this Annex and are hereby submitted to States Parties for consideration and 
any further action. 

 

Draft decision for the establishment of a mechanism to review and assess scientific 
and technological developments relevant to the Convention and to provide States 

Parties with relevant advice 

 
The [Special/Review] Conference of the States Parties to the Convention,  
 

1. Recalling that the Ninth Review Conference of the States Parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of 
the Development, Production, and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) Weapons and on their 
Destruction (BWC) established a Working Group open to all States Parties on strengthening the Convention 
as part of the intersessional programme;  

2. Recalling further that the Conference mandated the Working Group to “make appropriate 
recommendations with a view to establishing a mechanism to review and assess scientific and technological 
developments relevant to the Convention and to provide States Parties with relevant advice” (paragraph 19, 
Part II, BWC/CONF.IX/9);  

3. Emphasizing that such a mechanism is intended to carry out advisory and consultative functions and is 
not intended to possess decision-making authority or rights on matters of policy;  

4. Reaffirming the importance of Article XII of the Convention which stipulates that the review of the 
operation of the Convention shall take into account any new scientific and technological developments 
relevant to the Convention;  

5. Recognizing the importance of monitoring developments in areas of science and technology relevant to 
the Convention, while cognisant of the technological differences in development among States Parties; and  

6. Considering both the opportunities and challenges presented by advancements in science and technology, 
as well as the scientific benefits of technological and scientific exchange among States Parties, considering 
technological differences among them, and fostering international cooperation in the context of the 
Convention; 

Hereby:  

1. Establishes a Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism open to all States Parties to review and assess 
scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention and to provide States Parties with 
relevant advice consisting of:  

(a) A Science and Technology Review Group, open to all States Parties;  

(b) A Science and Technology Reporting Committee of up to 25 members nominated by States 
Parties and drawn from the Science and Technology Review Group; and,  

(c) Temporary working groups with narrowly defined mandates, if specific technical expertise is 
necessary.  
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2. Approves the Terms of Reference and Regulations of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism 
annexed hereto;  

3. Requests the President of the Conference, with the support of the Implementation Support Unit (ISU), to 
facilitate the initial establishment and operation of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism by 
liaising with States Parties;  

4. Decides that States Parties’ assessed contributions should cover one meeting of four days per year of the 
Science and Technology Review Group, two meetings of three days each for a total of six days per year of 
the Science and Technology Reporting Committee, and the requisite resources for the provision of 
administrative support to the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism; that the participation costs for 
the members of the Science and Technology Reporting Committee, should be covered by States Parties’ 
assessed contributions; and, that additional activities, including temporary working groups, if further 
decided, could be funded by a combination of States Parties’ assessed and voluntary contributions;  

6. Approves the addition of three dedicated full-time staff positions to the Implementation Support Unit 
(ISU) financed through assessed contributions in order to support the Science and Technology Advisory 
Mechanism;  

7. Encourages States Parties in a position to do so to make voluntary contributions to support the Science 
and Technology Advisory Mechanism in its activities, and authorizes the ISU to administer the appropriate 
arrangements; and  

8. Further decides that the mandate of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism shall be subject 
to renewal at the next Review Conference. 

 
APPENDIX I: Terms of Reference of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism 
APPENDIX II: Regulations of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism 
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APPENDIX I 
 

Terms of Reference of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism 
 
I. Role and Functions 

1. The role of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism (hereinafter: the Advisory Mechanism) — 
consisting of two standing bodies, a Science and Technology Review Group (hereinafter: the Review 
Group), a Science and Technology Reporting Committee (hereinafter: the Reporting Committee); and 
temporary working groups — is to assist States Parties by providing specific subject-matter advice on 
scientific and technological developments relevant to the Convention.  

2. The Advisory Mechanism considers scientific and technological issues of interest to States Parties and 
relevant to the Convention. Broad themes for review and assessment are decided by the Review Conference 
or a Special Conference by consensus. Specific topics can be proposed by the Advisory Mechanism or by 
States Parties.   

3. The annual Meetings of States Parties (MSP) may deliberate and assign during the intersessional period 
specific topics for the Advisory Mechanism to address within the broad theme decided by the Review 
Conference. The annual MSP will be responsible for managing the work of the Advisory Mechanism, 
including taking necessary actions with respect to budgetary, financial and organizational matters, with a 
view to ensuring the proper implementation of the Advisory Mechanism.  

4. Findings and recommendations of the Advisory Mechanism may be posted online and administratively 
distributed by the Implementation Support Unit (ISU) as appropriate, including to national contact points. 

5. The functions of the Advisory Mechanism include the following:  

(a) to monitor, assess, and report to the States Parties, on scientific and technological 
developments relevant to the Convention and their potential implications; 

(b) to assist States Parties’ individual and collective decision-making by providing them with 
scientific and technological advice for their consideration; and,  

(c) in particular, to provide advice and recommendations in the following areas:  

(i) scientific and technological developments that could pose a significant risk for 
purposes contrary to the Convention;  

(ii) scientific and technological developments that could provide significant benefits 
for the strengthening and implementation of the Convention;  

(iii) developments in national and international governance of science and technology 
to promote benefits and minimize risks;  

(iv) education and awareness-raising about risks and benefits of life sciences and 
biotechnology, including voluntary codes of conduct and other measures to 
encourage responsible conduct;  

(v) sharing of new information among States Parties on novel developments in the life 
sciences relevant to the Convention to build capacities at national levels and 
strengthen international cooperation; and 

(vi) any other scientific and technological developments of relevance to the 
Convention.  

II. Structure and composition 
 
6. The members of the standing bodies of the Advisory Mechanism serve in their individual expert 
capacities, and, in general, are appointed for a term of three years, renewable once.  
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7. The first time both standing bodies of the Advisory Mechanism are established, the experts are appointed 
on three- or two-year staggered terms, each renewable once for three years, to ensure fresh perspectives. 
The length of the initial terms for each expert is attributed via lottery.  

8. The Advisory Mechanism is led by a Bureau of a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons, appointed 
annually by the Meeting of States Parties or, in years when a Review Conference is held, by the Review 
Conference, as applicable, giving due regard to the importance of strong scientific/technical expertise and 
experience, and reflecting as wide a geographical basis as possible, as well as ensuring gender balance. For 
the first year of the Advisory Mechanism, the Special Conference will identify and appoint a Chair and two 
Vice-Chairs with these criteria. In subsequent years, States Parties interested in nominating an expert from 
the Review Group to serve as the Chairperson or Vice-Chairpersons should convey a statement of interest 
to the ISU at least three months in advance of the annual Meeting of States Parties along with a curriculum 
vitae detailing the education, scientific and technical expertise, and experience of the candidate. The ISU 
will circulate the curriculum vitae of nominees received to all States Parties not later than two months prior 
to the annual Meeting of States Parties. The Meeting of States Parties will appoint the Chairperson and two 
Vice-Chairpersons. To ensure continuity, the previous Bureau remains in office until a new Bureau is 
appointed. 

9. The Advisory Mechanism strives to provide relevant scientific and technical expertise drawing on a broad 
range of specialties, with due consideration to the importance of reflecting as wide and equitable a 
geographical basis as possible, as well as ensuring gender balance and independence of the experts. Only 
citizens of States Parties are eligible to be members of the Advisory Mechanism.  

10. For each Review Conference, the Advisory Mechanism prepares a broad study of the implications of 
developments in science and technology for the Convention, as well as a report of its findings and 
recommendations on the topics tasked.  

11. The Chair of the Advisory Mechanism provides to the annual Meeting of States Parties an annual 
summary of the Mechanism’s activities. The annual summary will contain a factual overview of the 
Advisory Mechanism’s activities, including the review of the Review Group, the report of the Reporting 
Committee, and any reports of temporary working groups.  

A. Science and Technology Review Group  

12. The Science and Technology Review Group ensures the inclusive character of the overall advisory 
process. It conducts an initial general review and assessment of the specific scientific and technological 
topics related to the Convention as assigned by the Review Conference or, where appropriate, the Meeting 
of States Parties. 

13. All States Parties are entitled to nominate one expert representative to participate in the deliberations of 
the Review Group. The Chair of the Advisory Mechanism sends a letter, through the ISU, inviting all States 
Parties to nominate one expert representative each. Nominations should be submitted within 60 days after 
this letter is sent. Each nominated expert representative should have expertise in a relevant scientific or 
technical field. The list of nominations, together with a brief resume for each nominee, will be compiled by 
the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, with support from the ISU, and should be made available to 
States Parties not later than 45 days before the meeting of the Review Group. Expert representatives 
nominated by a State Party to the Review Group become members of the Review Group at its next meeting. 
The term length will be three years, except the first time the Review Group is established, as specified in 
paragraph 7 above. 

14. The meetings of the Review Group are presided over by the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, 
or by one of the two Vice-Chairpersons.  

15. The Review Group produces a broad annual review of the given study topics, adopted by consensus, 
including different and any minority views, that it communicates to the members of the Reporting 
Committee.  
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B. Science and Technology Reporting Committee  

16. Taking into account the review that is communicated by the Review Group, the Reporting Committee 
considers the same study topics and prepares an annual report to the States Parties with findings and 
recommendations, adopted by consensus, including different and any minority views, to be presented 
together with the broad annual review of the Review Group, to the next Meeting of States Parties.  

17. The meetings of the Reporting Committee will be presided over by the Chairperson of the Advisory 
Mechanism, or by one of the two Vice-Chairpersons.  

18. The Reporting Committee shall consist of 25 members appointed by the Review Conference from a list 
of nominees put forward by the States Parties. The members of the Reporting Committee shall serve in their 
individual capacity as independent experts. 
  
19. The members of the Reporting Committee shall be appointed from eminent persons active at research 
institutions, universities, biological industry companies, and defence and military organisations, on the basis 
of their expertise in the particular scientific fields relevant to the implementation of the Convention. The 
members of the Reporting Committee shall be selected based on their qualifications and experience, taking 
into account their publications, scientific, academic or professional activities, distinctions and international 
experience with due regard to the area of speciality. Preference shall be given to persons who are 
knowledgeable about the relevant scientific and technological developments, and who are familiar with the 
implementation of the Convention. Efforts shall be made to maintain diverse expertise covering areas of 
research, development and applications, as well as geographical and gender balance.  
 
20. Each State Party may present to the Review Conference one or more experts available and qualified to 
serve on the Reporting Committee. The 25 members shall be appointed by the Review Conference through 
a process of consultations with States Parties. These consultations shall take into account the need for a 
comprehensive spread of relevant fields of scientific and technological expertise, and result in an equitable 
geographical distribution and gender balance. Only citizens of States Parties are eligible to serve as members 
of the Reporting Committee. 
 
21. The term of office of members of the Reporting Committee shall be […] years. A Committee member 
may serve for no more than two consecutive terms.  
 
22. The President of the Review Conference, in consultation with States Parties, shall appoint persons to 
replace members who are for any reason prevented from taking part in the work of the Reporting Committee 
for the remainder of their term in office. The President of the Review Conference shall report the 
replacement and the reason thereof to the annual Meeting of States Parties. 
 
C. Temporary Working Groups  

22. The Reporting Committee may recommend the establishment of a temporary working group for a limited 
time and with a clearly assigned topic to provide advice and recommendations within a specific timeframe 
on a specific scientific or technological issue relevant to the Convention that requires in-depth study and 
participation by outside experts.  

23. The Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, after consulting with members of the Reporting 
Committee, may propose to States Parties to establish such a temporary working group. The temporary 
working group and its assignment would then be established upon completion of a written silence procedure 
and receipt of sufficient resources.  

24. A temporary working group conducts its activities on the basis of consensus and has no more than 15 
members. Members may include experts outside the Advisory Mechanism, but must be citizens of States 
Parties to the Convention.  

25. Each temporary working group is chaired by the Chairperson or a Vice-Chairperson of the Advisory 
Mechanism, and conducts its discussions in close coordination with the Bureau of the Advisory Mechanism.  
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26. The Chairperson of the temporary working group with the support of the ISU will propose to the 
Reporting Committee a list of nominees for the temporary working group, taking into account consultations 
with the Bureau and the Reporting Committee members. The nominees will be considered based on 
relevance of their expertise. The temporary working group will be considered constituted after completion 
of a written silence procedure among States Parties. The Chairperson of a temporary working group may 
also invite additional relevant subject matter experts from academia, research institutions, industry and other 
relevant organizations to support its work through, inter alia, participation at, and contributions to, its 
meetings.  

27. Consistent with the mandate given by the Reporting Committee, the temporary working group studies 
the assigned topics and provides advice and recommendations in a report, adopted by consensus of the 
temporary working group and communicated to the Reporting Committee and the Review Group, including 
different and any minority views, to be presented to the next Meeting of States Parties by the Chairperson 
of the Advisory Mechanism.  

III. Independence  

28. Maintaining the independence of the advisory process from political influence is essential for the 
Advisory Mechanism’s credibility and long-term value. If for any reason a member of any of the bodies is 
unable to take part in its work, a replacement will be appointed for the remainder of the term according to 
the same procedure stipulated above.  

29. Drawing on experience from other advisory bodies to best ensure independence, experts should be 
required to make relevant disclosures related to conflicts of interests and assurances of confidentiality, as 
appropriate. Other safeguards that may be utilized include terms of reference, confirmation of scientific 
qualifications and requirements, submission of resumes, and similar provisions. Rules addressing conflicts 
of interest and an institutional code of conduct are detailed in the Regulations of the Advisory Mechanism.  

IV. Meetings  

30. The Review Group and the Reporting Committee should each hold at least one in-person meeting per 
year. Additional meetings could, for reasons of budget and flexibility, be in-person or virtual, as appropriate. 
In general, the Review Group should hold a regular meeting annually for four days within 90 days after the 
Meeting of the States Parties or the Review Conference, as relevant, accommodating both in-person and 
virtual participation. After the regular annual Review Group meeting, the Reporting Committee should hold 
two in-person meetings for three days each during each calendar year. Additional meetings of either body, 
as needed, could, for reasons of budget and flexibility, be in-person or virtual, as appropriate.  

31. The Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism informs in advance, through the ISU, the members of the 
Review Group and of the Reporting Committee, about the time, location, and modalities of each meeting.  

32. A temporary working group chair informs in advance, through the ISU, the members of the temporary 
working group about the time, location, and modalities of each meeting.  

V. Relationship with the Implementation Support Unit (ISU)  

33. The ISU will provide support required for the preparation, organization, and implementation of the 
activities of all bodies of the Advisory Mechanism.  
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APPENDIX II 
 

Regulations of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism 
 

 
Rule 1 - Mode of operation 

 
1.1 In accordance with the Terms of Reference of the Science and Technology Advisory Mechanism, 
the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, through the Implementation Support Unit (ISU), 
notifies each member of the standing body of which they are member – the Review Group or the 
Reporting Committee – of a planned meeting of the respective body, stating the purpose, the venue, 
the opening date and the expected duration of the meeting, as far in advance as possible, but at least 
30 days before the opening day of the meeting. The provisional agenda is transmitted together with 
the notice of the meeting.  

1.2 A provisional agenda for each meeting of the Review Group or the Reporting Committee is 
prepared by the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism and adopted at the next meeting of the 
respective body. The body adopts an agenda for each of its meetings on the basis of the provisional 
agenda submitted by the Chairperson. The provisional agenda may be revised, as necessary, by 
deferring, deleting, adding, or amending items.  

1.3 The members of any of the bodies of the Advisory Mechanism may include in the agenda of the 
respective body of which they are member any item within the mandate of the body and consistent 
with the Terms of Reference.  

1.4 The work of the Advisory Mechanism will be carried out by consensus, while encouraging 
objective, scientific and independent participation of its members, and reflecting divergent and 
minority views.  

 

Rule 2 - Temporary working groups 
 

2.1 The Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism transmits to a temporary working group, once 
assembled, a mandate setting out: (a) the specific issue to be addressed, and (b) the time within which 
the temporary working group must report on the issue.  

2.2 A chairperson of the temporary working group convenes and presides over meetings of the group. 
For this purpose, a chairperson of a temporary working group, through the ISU, notifies each member 
of the temporary working group of a planned meeting, stating the purpose, the venue, the opening 
date and the expected duration of the meeting, at least 30 days before the opening day of the meeting.  

 

Rule 3 – Observers 
 

3.1 Except as provided in Rule 3.2, unless prior written approval has been obtained from the 
Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, observers will not be permitted to attend meetings of the 
Review Group, the Reporting Committee, or any temporary working groups. Observers admitted to 
the meetings of the Review Group, the Reporting Committee, or any temporary working groups may 
submit their views in writing. 

3.2 States Parties that do not have an expert participating in the work of the Review Group may 
designate an observer to participate in the meeting in question, subject to prior notification to the 
Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism not later than seven days before the meeting. States Parties 
sending such an observer may submit views from their expert in writing to the Review Group.  

 

Rule 4 - Administrative and technical support 
 

4.1 The ISU provides support required for the preparation, organization, and implementation of the 
activities of all bodies of the Advisory Mechanism, standing or temporary.  
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Rule 5 – Languages 
 

5.1 The official languages of the Advisory Mechanism are Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian 
and Spanish. Interpretation for the Review Group and the Reporting Committee is arranged by the 
ISU and, upon request of the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism, for the temporary working 
groups.  

 
Rule 6 – Conflict of interest 

 
6.1 Each member of the Advisory Mechanism should immediately disclose to the Chairperson of the 
Advisory Mechanism any conflict of interest that could affect his or her impartiality or appearance 
of impartiality. The Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism then informs all other members of the 
Advisory Mechanism of any such disclosure. In such cases, if the Chairperson of the Advisory 
Mechanism considers it appropriate, the member concerned may be requested either to refrain from 
that specific activity, or recuse themself from matters being considered by the Advisory Mechanism 
for which there may be a conflict of interest.  

6.2 If any State Party or member of the Advisory Mechanism is aware of any activity of another 
member of the Advisory Mechanism or working group that could affect their impartiality or 
appearance of impartiality, they should notify such activity to the Bureau.  

6.3 The Review Conference or Meeting of States Parties may be notified of such an issue, if it is not 
settled by the start of the Review Conference, and decide on a course of action, as necessary.  

 
Rule 7 – Code of conduct 

 
7.1 The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to enhance confidence in the integrity of the members of 
the Advisory Mechanism as independent experts serving in their individual expert capacities.  

7.2 Integrity is fundamental to the work of members of the Advisory Mechanism. It includes such 
basic qualities as honesty, truthfulness, loyalty, probity, and impartiality. 

7.3 In carrying out their duties, all members of the Advisory Mechanism:  

(a) perform their official duties and act in such a manner that public confidence and trust in 
the integrity, objectivity and impartiality of the members are conserved and enhanced;  

(b) act in good faith for the best interest of the scientific advisory process;  

(c) not give preferential treatment to any person or any interest in any official manner related 
to the Advisory Mechanism; and 

(d) will not employ the knowledge gained from their participation in the Advisory Mechanism 
for purposes contrary to the Convention. 

 

Rule 8 – Confidentiality 

8.1 Without prejudice to Rule 3 above, the deliberations of the Advisory Mechanism will take place 
in closed sessions.  

 
 

Rule 9 – Dismissal of members of the Advisory Mechanism 

9.1 If the Chairperson of the Advisory Mechanism becomes aware of conduct by a member acting 
in a matter inconsistent with the code of conduct detailed in Rule 7 above, the Chairperson should 
seek to resolve the issue with the member involved and, if necessary, with the government that 
nominated the member. The Chairperson may appoint a panel to consider the issue and make a 
recommendation. The Chairperson and Vice Chairpersons can decide how to resolve the issue, 
including, inter alia, specific remedial measures, suspension from the body of the Advisory 
Mechanism of which they are member, or dismissal of the member concerned.  
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Rule 10 – Amendment of Regulations 
 

10.1 The Review Conference and the Meeting of States Parties may amend these Regulations, 
including upon recommendations from the Advisory Mechanism.  
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Annex IV 

List of documents of the Working Group on the Strengthening of the 
Convention 

[…] 
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