EU General Statement

at the 79th Session of the United Nations General Assembly First Committee

on Cluster II (Other Weapons of Mass Destruction)

concerning the draft UNGA Resolution L.73 “Strengthening and institutionalizing the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction”

Madam Chair,
I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

The Candidate Countries Montenegro®, Albania®, the Republic of Moldova, Bosnia and
Herzegovina® and Georgia align themselves with this statement.

I am taking the floor to deliver a general statement regarding the draft resolution L.73 entitled
“Strengthening and institutionalizing the Convention on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction”, submitted by Kazakhstan, Kiribati, and Saudi Arabia.

The EU Member States have joined the consensus to adopt the resolution as submitted to the First
Committee and are thankful to sponsors for their openness to accommodating our concerns and
their relentless efforts to present a consensual text.

At the same time, we take this opportunity to explain our approach to one particular matter
addressed by the resolution.

The EU and its Member States appreciate efforts aimed at strengthening the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention (BWC), including addressing the need for institutionalization within the
framework of the Convention. The protection against biological threats remains a priority for the
EU: we provide significant funding and expertise to build capacities worldwide to prevent and
address such threats, and we recognize the evolving nature of biological risks that the world faces
today.

The EU strongly supports the current BWC Working Group on Strengthening of the
Convention process established at the Ninth Review Conference in 2022 as the most appropriate
and inclusive forum for addressing these issues. This group allows for thorough discussions among
States Parties, ensuring that decisions are based on broad consensus and reflect the interests and
concerns of all stakeholders. We welcome the appreciation of the Working Group expressed by
the resolution. We believe that maintaining deliberations of the Working Group free from external
pressure or parallel processes is essential for reaching sustainable, long-term solutions that
strengthen the Convention in all its aspects.

The draft resolution encourages the BWC Working Group to consider in particular on how to
proceed on organizational matters, including the possibility of an international agency for

* Montenegro, Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association
Process.



biological security and other institutional arrangements. While we fully recognize the importance
of strengthening the institutional framework of the BWC, we are going to approach such
encouragement in a way that does not prejudge the ongoing discussions in the BWC Working
Group. Institutional solutions for the BWC are still being actively debated within the Working
Group, with a range of possible outcomes being considered. We believe it would be premature to
endorse one specific solution before the Working Group completes its mandate.

Regarding the ongoing work of the BWC Working Group, the EU recalls in particular the decisions
made by the Ninth Review Conference to develop with a view to establishing a mechanism to
review and assess technological developments relevant to the Convention and to provide States
Parties with relevant advice, as well as a mechanism to facilitate and support the full
implementation of international cooperation and assistance under Article X. On both mechanisms
important progress has been made. We further encourage the Working Group to continue to
explore the topic of compliance and verification in greater depth. The EU recalls that the
Conference urged the Working Group to complete its work as soon as possible, preferably before
the end of 2025. As our work has since advanced, convening a Special Conference in 2025 could
serve as an important stepping stone towards a stronger Convention.

Until then, we urge continued focus on the established process within the BWC framework and
encourage all UN Member States to continue supporting this process in its existing consensus-
driven form. The EU and its Member States look forward to participating constructively in future
discussions on this critical issue and remain open to exploring options for institutional
strengthening of the BWC once the Working Group has completed its mandate.



