Statement by the by the United States
Cluster 2 Explanation of Vote Before the Vote
As Delivered by Ambassador Bruce I. Turner
New York, New York

November 4, 2024

Chair,

On resolution L.73 “Strengthening and institutionalizing the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling of

Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction,’

the United States is pleased to join consensus.

We share and support Kazakhstan’s vision of a world free of the threat of
biological weapons and the goal of strengthening the Biological and Toxin

Weapons Convention (BWC).

However, we have differing perspectives on the appropriate scope and

governance of any future implementing organization for the BWC.

Kazakhstan’s 2020 proposal for an International Agency for Biological Safety
is intended to oversee all international health and peaceful biological

activities and also serve as the implementing body for the BWC.



The United States envisions a self-governing organization that supports the
implementation of the BWC with a distinct but complimentary mandate
distinct to the existing international organizations working on biological and

global public health.

We will continue to work with Kazakhstan and others within the BWC to

address our differences with a view to finding a way forward together.

Thank you, Chair.



